
Update from Urban&Civic 
 
We will be providing an update on the consultation on the future of the Barracks and Airfield as part 
of the meeting, but there are a couple of other topics worth updating councillors about which are 
set out below, and on the first of these – the Cemetery -  we need the Conditions drafted by SCDC to 
be confirmed as acceptable by the WPC as joint applicant.  
 
1) Cemetery Expansion 
 
We have been progressing the conditions with South Cambs District Council, prior to consent being 
granted, and also employer requirements as part of our contract discussions. We need some input 
from the Parish Council to formally confirm these conditions are acceptable. Please note that 
Condition 5 has already been amended to reflect feedback from Liz Jones (marked in blue) and this 
has been accepted by SCDC.  
 
Conditions 
  
1.            The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of 3 years from the 
date of this permission. 
(Reason - To ensure that consideration of any future application for development in the area will not 
be prejudiced by permissions for development, which have not been acted upon.) 
  
2.            The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the following 
approved plans: Titled 'Waterbeach Proposed Cemetery Expansion' Drawing number 'UAC033 - 001', 
'Cemetery Extension General Arrangement' Drawing number 'BMD.15.001.CEM.P.001' and 
'Materials Palette and Details' Drawing number 'BMD.15.001.CEMP.P.002'  
(Reason - To facilitate any future application to the Local Planning Authority under Section 73 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990.) 
  
3.            Prior to the first use of the development hereby permitted pedestrian visibility splays 
measuring 2m x 2m shall be provided within the curtilage of the site at the junction of the site access 
with Denny End Road. These splays shall be kept clear of all planting, fencing, walls and other 
obstructions exceeding 600mm in height and retained thereafter in perpetuity. 
(Reason: In the interests of highway safety.) 
  
4.            If trees, hedges or dense vegetation are to be removed during 1 March to 1 September 
inclusive in any given year, a nesting bird inspection shall be completed by a suitably qualified 
ecologist within 48 hours prior to removal. If active nests are found, they shall be left undisturbed 
with at least a 5m buffer area until chicks have fledged. No inspection is required outside of this time 
period. 
(Reason: To minimise disturbance, harm or potential impact upon protected species in accordance 
with policies DP/1, DP/3, and NE/6 of the adopted Local Development Framework 2007 and their 
protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.) 
  
5.            All burials in the cemetery shall be of single depth only (excluding ashes interments). 
(Reason: To protect the quality of controlled waters in the local area.) 
  
  
Background information: 
To protect the quality of controlled waters in the local area all burials in the cemetery shall be: 
 



- a minimum of 50m from a potable groundwater supply source 
- a minimum of 30m from a  water or spring 
- a minimum of 10m distance from field drains 
- no burial in standing water and the base of the grave must be above the local water table 

(estimated to be a minimum of 1.80 metres below ground level)    
  
Contract Requirements and Planned Works  
 
Within the contract we were looking to ensure:  

 considerate construction approach with clear signage and site control 

 a sympathetic approach to the structure of work to minimise the impact (including visual) on 
the existing cemetery 

 working within acceptable hours – to be confirmed with SCDC, but happy to agree with WPC 

 liaison with the Parish Council office to ensure no work during funerals 

 carrying out some local asks in the vicinity of the work to improve setting, eg removal of 
spoil heap. 
 

Please let us know if there are other aspects you would like us to consider. 
 
From discussions so far, it was felt that it was best to start work after Christmas – knowing that it is 
an important time of year for families to visit cemeteries. We are therefore looking at a schedule of 
works which starts 3 January, focussing on the new area first to deliver grave space as soon as 
possible, and then progressing to improve the existing pathways. All works are scheduled to be 
completed by the end of March. 
 
2) Application for the refurbishment of 2 Barracks Blocks for Papworth Hospital  

 
Further to our previous conversations about this and our presentation to the Parish Council - we 
have now submitted the planning application for the conversion of 2 barracks block buildings for 
Papworth staff.  The application has the reference number S/3204/16/FL.   
  
The broad timetable of dates is:  
  
- The statutory determination period (13 weeks) ends on 27th February 2017.    
- The statutory consultation period (21 days) ends on 19th December.  
- It is likely that the application will go before SCDC’s Planning Committee on 1 February or 1 March.   
  
Alongside the application, we have submitted an Application to Vary Condition 1 of the Community 
Uses Permission.  This was following WPC and SCDC feedback that we should extend the currently 
temporary permissions for the Sports hall, Community Rooms etc in line with the lease and planning 
agreement with Papworth. This has the SCDC reference S/1274/15/FL.  The statutory determination 
period ends on 18th January (8 weeks).        
  
We will put additional information in our next newsletter about this project - due out before 
Christmas - but as always we are very happy to meet you or any residents who have questions or 
concerns about any aspect of this application. 
  
A press release has been put out and is on our website at www.waterbeachbarracks.co.uk. A copy of 
this and the validation letters are with the PC Office also if needed.  
  
For any additional information please contact me : rbritton@urbanandcivic.com  /  07739 339 889 

http://www.waterbeachbarracks.co.uk/
mailto:rbritton@urbanandcivic.com

